yy f 


‚ WE MUST 
i TOTALLY TRANSFOR 


JONS НАУЕ ALREADY Me ALL 
2. UTDPIAS FEASABLE, IT's ONLY 
THE ORGANIZED FACADE o 
PRE NTs ТА E REAUSATION OF OVE В 
DREAMS МЕ. BOURGEOISIE & (TS 
FALL-OVT ( FROM 
NTUCKY FRIED CHICKEN 


DUMB-DUME N 
ХАА ТЕ МЕ ен ^ 
CAN'T YoU SEE ТА 
ANYTHIN 15 FOSS(BLE 
Б ONCE WE'VE ME THE 
КОС СОМСЕР ГЛ. FRAME - 
NEP WORKS OF "TRE ECONOMY | 
INA r’ ot ye AY 
I СЗЕС О 
22 "à а А UA 
Df. 22 
yon po 


Э 
Ee aneous combustion, 


box Ibd, 
25р 191 nas cr 
well ondon 


oss rd., 


) 


the work of negation 
|8, the negation of work] 


Struggles, whose unconscious, essential reasons are qualitative and subjectively generated 
(lack of control over ones' life, boredom etc.) are expressed in quantitative terms, the terms 
the commodity permits (more money, equal pay etc.) - demands which, although arise out 
of the struggle with real needs, have already been superceded in acts, and thus insure that 
consciousness remains false (e.g. 'Defend the Unions' = 'Defend the recuperators'), The 

Left ignores the radicality of the acts (unofficial strikes, etc.) to concentrate on justifying 
the reformism of the demands. All demands, in appealing to others - bosses, Trade Union 
bureaucrats etc. - insure that the proletariat never becomes a class for itself. In concentra- 
ting on quantitative demands the Left insure that strikers remain defined by capitalism, and 
that they accept the framework of spectacular definitions, where relations between men 

take on the form of relations between things (i.e. the quantitative). In the realm of the quan- 
titative individuals and groups can no longer recognise each other, nor be recognised, Only 
the qualitative enables people to see the possibilities for their own self-realisation in the 
self-activity of others. The following is an attempt to examine the qualitative... 


The official miners strike of 1972 went dan- 
| gerously out of the control of the officials 

~- | who gave it their blessing. Against their 

® | orders, the miners stopped doing maintenan- 
277 ce work - closing down the pits completely. 
1 The contempt for work, and the bosses vio- 

4 lence, was articulated in a T. V.programme, 
* when the miners were asked if they realised 

| that by refusing to do maintenance work 
they were putting the future of the pit in 

| danger. One replied, "So what ~ who мапі; 
to go down-the bloody pit again апумау?". 
Another said that in closing down the pits 

_ they had already saved several lives. The 
rank and file organisation of the whole 'com- 
munity' (a community based on defending it- 


self, rather than individuals realising them- 
selves in common, which can only exist on 


any large scale from the revolutionary mom- 
ent onwards) against the police at Saltley 
Coke Depot shows the inability of the bureau- 
cracy to contain the struggle within legal 
limits, And the, albeit temporary, refusal of 
some sections of miners to return to work, de- 
spite a 2096 wage rise, shows as much a re- 
sistance to forced labour as contempt for the 
union hierarchy that negotiated the rise. 
Clearly Heaths' fear that the "traditional 
British way of doing things" was being under- 
mined was a justified expression of the grow- 
ing refusal to submit. 

* 
The refusal to submit is manifested daily in 
the unpublicised ways workers avoid work, 
both individually and collectively - sabotage 
being the most obvious example of this refusal. 
Whilst the playfulness of spanners in the works 
rarely reaches the imaginative creativity of 
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the guy in a Blackpool rock factory who, given notice to it, substituted the words ' 

ОН" for the usual 'Blackpool Rock'motif (resulting in the — having to Eo 
half that years' products), sabotage always inverts the rules of productivity before pleasure 
and the power of things over men, Likewise, vandals show their disgust for a disgusting 

world by smashing up the housing estates and schools which oppress them. . „апа in the act 

of smashing something up they are united with the world and with their own actions. How- 
ever, а lót of vandalism is purely cathartic: vandals purge their frustrations without changing 
the social relations which create the frustrations in the first place - most gangs, for instance 
have a strong hierarchy, Shoplifting, although an almost exclusively individual act, can be. 


seen as similar to sabotage etc. in its assertion of the individual above things (and their price). 


Beyond being a refusal of bourgeois property relations, it is also a rebuttal of the use of both 
product and productive force. The sociologists and store detectives, neither being noted for 
holding a particularly playful attitude towards life, have failed to spot either that people 
enjoy the act of stealing or that they are beginning to steal because they enjoy it. 


The 1972 wildcat dock strike against the Torys' Industrial Relations Act, whilst demonstrating 
the strength of the direct power of workers aginst the forces of law and order, remained firm- 
ly in the grip of the C.P.,: whose stewards effectively policed solidarity demonstrations out- 
side Pentonville prison: when a bus was used to barricade the street the stewards insured its 
removal; when an 'unruly' element' suggested the crowd storm the jail the stewards handed 
him over to their opposite numbers in blue. In limiting the consciousness of the struggle to a 
mere fight aginst the Tories, the C.P. were able to hide the irony of hitting at the law on 
one level, yet doing its dirty work on another. However, even Bernie Steer, the freed С.Р. 
steward, could glimpse the contradictions of his partys' position: "The workers will not be 
treated like sheep when they have nothing to look forward to but a change of sheepdog". 
With the violent jostling of bureaucratic sheepdog, Jack Jones, whose job it is to herd the 
flock into capitalisms' stockades, it is clear that the sheeps tattered clothing hardly serve 

to cover the wolf-men baying to get out. 

The Lincoln bus strikers were quick to learn that unofficial industrial action can reverse 
court decisions, The worker jailed for stealing was released almost immediately without 
even presenting his case in his application for bail - so his mates went on to reverse the 
managements’ decision to suspend a driver for allegedly smoking in his cab. 
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Gripes: Militant dockworkers beset union leader Basin Быт 
"Bawling and bustling won't deflect Jack Jones or any other leader. 
This kind of behavior-is contemptible and has nothing to do with trade 
3 | unionism.” - Vic Feather, former general secretary of 
the T.U.C., TIMES, 17/8/72. | 
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The C.P.s' reaction to the jailing of the Shrewsbury 3 is in obvious contrast to their reaction 
to that of the Pentonville 5, The building workers organised and co-ordinated their flying 
pickets and fight with scabs without the interference of the C.P. bureaucrats. "Kill, kill, kill! 
Capitalist bastards - this isn't a strike - it's a revolution. "was one of the slogans chanted by 
pickets during the'72 strike (quoted in "Тһе Sunday Times', 7/10/73). Despite their industrial 
power, the C.P. has predictably made only half-hearted solidarity gestures to free the 3. 
Their token demonstrations and one day strikes are an attempt to appease their rank and file 
without antagonising UCATT or the TUC, towards which all their trivial 'hopes' and 'aspira- 
tions! are directed. 

* 
Despite their right-to-work (read: 'right to be bored'/'right to be exploited') sloganising, 
the wildcat factory work-ins and occupations concretely pose the question of the self-man- 
agement of the means of production. However, even those which maintained full particip- 
ation in decision-making, in contrast to those subject ed to bureaucratic manipulation by the 
С.Р.(0С5, Bryants, the Manchester AUEW sit-ins) and even mangement (SOLIDARITY Vol. 
7, по,5 reports of a factory in which the manager called and ran а work-in in order to pre- 
vent the liquidator taking over the factory; the slogan of the bosses work-in was, inevitably, 
'the right to work"), have accepted the return of the old bosses or the rule of the new as the 
price for their survival. Whilst the return of the normal conditions of wage slavery is hailed 
as a victory, the radical meaning of the experience is lost in the reformist definition of the 
struggle. However, the activity of the women workers of Fakenham, despite its' limitations, 
represents a qualitative change from the normal trend of occupations. In taking over the fac- 
tory they were not merely rejecting the passive role assigned to women, but went beyond the 
sartial critique of Womens' Liberation: they could be identified with all those who act to 
seize control over their lives. The usual subservient role of women in strikes was reversed: it 
was the husbands who made the tea whilst the women decided strategy. Initially a struggle 
over redundancies, they soon confronted the State and the bureaucracy which no longer dared 
represent them - by occupying the social security offices and those of 'their' union (not, un- 
fortunately, going as far as the Pilkington workers who, over 4 years ago, smashed up their 
local office of the notorious scab union - the GMWU). Ignoring suggestions from the Leftist 
organisation, the International Marxist Group, to run their work-in through a hierarchy of 
committees and sub-committees, they managed their struggle by means of regular meetings of 
all the occupiers. Despite their industrial isolation and numerical weakness, and with no his- 
tory of struggle, in a matter of weeks these women were able to cut through almost all the 
hurdles of illusions, exposing the Lefts' undialectical ideology of 'stages of consciousness’ for 
the absurd lie that it is, However, unable to extend their struggle, they were forced to legal- 
ise their work-in in order to survive. Whilst authentic self-management can only exist in areas 
where the tyranny of the market has been overthrown, there are aspects of the Fakenham take- 
over which represent a qualitative change from the dominant form (though not use) of production: 
mutual teaching and sharing of skills, and, consequently, inter-changeability of tasks, fort- 
nightly meetings with decisions made collectively, no wage differentials, and a 20-hour week. 
Equality here has been based not оп зоте abstract concept, nor оп a mere quantitative assess- 
ment, but on the destruction of hierarchy (including the specialist hierarchy of knowledge, but 
not the fundamental hierarchy ~ the subordination of people to the laws of commodity produc- 
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THE WORKERS OF FAKENHAM 


Opened in 196 


factory'. A new concept in prison design, it ena 
industria! shops (like this one for metal shelv 


AND 
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tion) and an inevitably concommitant, albeit partial, 
barriers seperating the workers from each other. 
under capitalism, is the equality of masters without slaves. Only by becoming conscious 

of the possibilities engendered by their self-activity can the Fakenham workers generalise 


their struggte to others and escape the boredom of their new routine and the isolation of 
running their own alienation in а "self-managed" enclave. 
* 


step towards the destruction of the 
Its-logical extension, which cannot exist 


Whilst sporadic risting abounds in Her Majestys' Prisons, the sit-downs of 1972 were the 
first co-ordinated expression of the fight against the concentrated hell existing behind the 
barbed wire and metal bars. However, the insurrection was largely run by the reformist 
organisation, Preservation of the Rights (sic) of Prisoners, whose main aim is to get union 
rights for prisoners. Trying to look respectable and influence (top) people, they limit 
their demands to more humane treatment for the prisoners - which is a bit like asking the 
Gestapo to use slippers to kick their captives in the balls. Humiliation can never be hum- 
anised, despite the efforts of the humanists. Dick Pooley, former head of PROP, admitted 


containing the anger of the prisoners: "In Gartree for example, we have 10096 support, and 
when we call for a sit-down, they do it. But there are people in there who'd bum the place 


down, Luckily in Gartree there are responsible blokes behind us, who will not let the vio- 
lent element get out of hand." The violence of the authorities following the non-violent 
revolt is:enough to expose the limitations of such priestly leaders. Their righteous condem- 
nation of this repression did not lead them to question the non-violent strategy and reform- 
ist analysis which insured its success. In Brixton, the prisoners showed their mistrust for the 
negotiations being made "іп their interests' by continuing their sit-out (despite threats from 
the authorities) because, they said, it was sunny. Pity the PROP theoreticians (who define 
prisoners as victims of society - a purely passive definition, ignoring the elements who 


actively refuse to 'play' by societys' rules and get caught) failed to mention that the cells 
most people inhabit outside might have been criticised by similar action. 

9, Coldingley in Surrey has been described as "а prison іп a 

bles inmates to work in modern 
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THE FEAR THAT PRISONS 
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The crisis hitting world cap 


WAY??? 


carious balance between repression and ‘participation’ (i.e.getting the workers to help in 


their own exploitation: running their own alienation) 
ital which will arise in response to its crisis. 


(all those who have no control over their lives and know it) asserts its autonomy against the 
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italism (a decline in economic growth accompanied by accelera- 
ting inflation) clearly reveals how commodities are in the saddle riding an increasingly re- 


uctant mankind, In the immediate future the rulers of this country ore likely to attempt a pre- 
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LEADING industrialists — 
worried about the image of 
British industry being por- 
tnayed by some politicians— 
have Joined in the appeal by 
Mr Jack Jones to set the 
straight. 2 
мее open Іемег to news- 
papers, Mr Jones has rejected 
allegations during the election 
campaign that the unions аге 
dominated by extremists and 
said the clans were damaging 
ritain. 
- Now acting through the Lon- 
don Chamber of Commerce, 
businessmen representing inter- 
national companies operating in 
ritain are planning d ке 
e steps to improve on Wha 
dr AE think of British 
industry. 


Image abroad 


ommenting on remarks in 

Mr Jones's letter about damage 

to exports caused by `“ union- 

bashing ” politicians, a Chamber 
ai 
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t the British | 
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by à number of senior foreign quality. of our working lives. Мопо{ опу | 
ns т The Ministry is backing the| And he sald: “Mh action we intend 
Mr Joness public appeal not project sith money, top psychologists | to take is aime making peopl 


the falling number of 
о agr through strikes, and 
the co-operation between man- 
agement and workers over the 
three-day week would give new 
urgency to the project 
" Outside the political context 
of attacks by politicians on 
unions, most industrialists would 
probably echo the basic senti- 
ment what Mr Jones has said. 


and, др service experts. 


Mr. Robin Chiéhester-Clark, Minister "— 
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By ALAN LAW Industrial Correspondent 
"HE Government, the Con- | of living as a result of production tech- 
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have produced ап industrial society Wilson. а senior occupational psycho- 


autonomous power of things, which it can only do by going beyond the quantitative level at 
which the crisis strikes. However, the most recent workers' struggles in this country have 

failed to break out of the control of the Union bureaucrats, who owe their allegiance to the 
existing order of things. If the workers are forced to prostitute their labour to the ccpitalist 


in order to survive, it's clear that the role of the union is that of pimp, negotiating the rate 
of exploitation, The unions' task is to integrate the workers into the capitalist structure, 


which зоте* тез necessitates a stance of opposition in order to lead a struggle, which might 
otherwise escape its grasp, back into acceptable limits, As Joe Gormley stated during the 
recent miners' strike: "The argument by the lads for continuing with the strike was that if it 
was called off, the members might walk all over us." (Times 9/2/74) - a fear that might have 
been meant literally in view of what the dockers did to Jack Jones іп 72. Gormley was ob- 
viously afraid of any kind of rank and file action, which is why he was opposed to flying 
pickets, used by the building workers in 72. "Flying pickets can fly out. the window", he 
stated just before the miners' strike began. And the rank and files' compliance with the NUM 


‘executive’ shows their failure to achieve, let alone extend, the autonomy of the '72 strike. 
* ig» ; 


During the 1969 Port Talbot wildcat strike, the steelworkers told the press that they had 
neither leaders nor spokesmen: "We are our own leaders", they declared, The struggles of 

the future necessitate an equally clear awareness of their self-activity: they must speak in 
their own voice and not allow others to steal it ‘оп their behalf'. No matter how sincere, 
workers who attempt to attack the bureaucracy within the terms the union permits will in- 
evitably tangle him/herself up in ever-tightening contradictions: such confrontations are as 
useless as shadow-boxing. The union must be by-passed: workers must create their own non= 
hierarchical groups capable of subverting the key sectors of production and consumption (e.g. 
in Lordstown, U.S.A., car workers consciously organised the sabotage of well over half a 


million cars, as part of their struggle against boredom) and linking with similar groups in 
different industri i j 
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"Our quarrel is not with the unions. . . Our quarrel is only with the extremists who 
want to destroy the moderates in the unions - who want to destroy the unions them- 
selves as they exist in this country". - E. HEATH (Sunday Times 10/2/74) 


strictly mandated delegates physically disrupted union-management negotiations). 
The real fruit of all struggles liesnot in the immediate result, but in the ever-expanding 
self-confidence and consciousness of the participants; their real victory will be in те роп- 
scious appropriation of the use of their lives through the absolute power of the workers 
councils (as outlined in Kronstadt '21, Barcelona '36, Hungary '56 etc.) 
* 
Whilst the general form of self-management has begun to appear in the unofficial struggles 
outlined above, their content (the experience of collectively seizing the means of produc- 
tion, the streets, fighting the law, the State, the union bureaucrats etc. - the change in 
relationships, the pleasure and the element of play, if any) has not. The above has large- 
|у been an external observation; the content of these struggles must be rediscovered by the 
participants if it is not to be smothered under the blanket of ideology: analysis must unite 
with experience if it is not to become abstract. 
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А flame burning іп my mind, wildness in my * Utopian? Naive? To those common- 


^ — ии 


head, soaring through to my heart, passion sensible smugs who, in imposing 
throbbing like a laughing crying sob of 


eternal sensual delight, mad joy surging 


limitations on the consciousness 
of possibilities, lock up our 
through my limbs, insanely Screaming to туч 
self: Yes Yes Yes, a flooding desire burst- 
ing through the ice of banality, washing 


away all constraints, seizing the streets, 


passions and fantasies in our 
minds and bodies by demanding 
that we 'face up to reality' 


(i.e. reduce the future to what 
looting the supermarkets, the beginning of 


the re-creation of our childhood, fusing 


the most sumptuous, dazzling, exotic, flow» 


capitalism will permit) and 'асс- 


ept our limitations' (i.e. give 
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up the fight and resign), we say 
ing, funniest, orgasmic of our dreams with 


the real world, with each other...suddenly 

we find sensuality tickling our finger-tips, 
our minds drunken with јоу іп а revel where 
no-one is sober, the adventure is immediate, 
words begin to make love, the cobblestones, 

ав weapons of self-affirmation, become воакес 
in our power, become tools for the construct 


іоп ої the greatest work of art of all: our- 


"Peer through the dim mists of 


фу 
ье-4 


adulthood back to when you real- 
ly lived, to vhen you were a 

child. Look at Watts, look at 

France '68, look at Portugal this 
year." Of course, the festival of 
revolt must find the social form 
that gives its essence unimpeded 


expression. Or else the various 
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selves, and our eyes can already see the sun 
of subjectivity rising on the horizon of our 


bosses will smother the cry of 
freedom with the dull monotone 


consciousness, its glowing warmth evaporating of 'Business As Usual', justify- 
the grey clouds of the commodity, singing out ing themselves according to the 
NOW YES NOW YES as we smash our way through Sober principles of 'realism', 
that which hitherto has smashed us... which is merely the reality of 


the order of things which have 
weighed down humanity for two 
centuries, the only reality 


these bosses can conceive 
of because, steeped as they 
mare in its quantitative 
rationale, they can only 

get 'enjoyment' through 
their management of it: the 
illusory control of an ec- 
onomy, the laws of which in 
fact control the controllers, 


confers upon the bosses a 


AS real power over people from 
"I've been in this factory for twenty years now, and I've seen people 

make so many mistakes. All the time fighting for handfuls of rice, you BJ 

know. And it's never done us a scrap of good. But now they are starting Bits and their 'meaning' to 

to understand that it's no good fighting for scraps, that the struggle life 

now is to have everything. In the factory either you have everything or " 


you have nothing. There can’t be any half measures.” —Italian FIAT {То prevent this, spontaneity 
worker, quoted in Italy, '69—'70. Big Flame, Clarendon Road, | t k its consciousnes 
Wallasey, Cheshire, England. Кесе > 


which they get their prof- 


must search for the social form tion of delegates to prevent the de- 


in which it can unleash itself; velopment of authoritarian experts. 


тоос тае SUUN. We: his рону The power of the workers’ councils 


$ ap à | . 
in the power of the workers! cou is the historically specific form in 


noils: sovereign neighbourhood & which the proletariat abolishes it- 


factory assemblies mandating del- self as a subjugated class, in which 


egates, revocable at any time, to individuals are directly tied to 


execute and co-ordinate the deci- world history, in which history is 


sions made by the people thensel- consciously made by each and everyone 


ves. The councils of the future of us, in which the self-management of 


must destroy not only the geogra- all is dependant on the self-manage- 


phical barriers but also the ill- ment of each, in which the pleasure 


usionsa which have enabled those 


"т... 


of one is inseparable from the pleas- 
ure of all: it seeks to make "the 


senses direct theoreticians in prac- 


of the past to be smashed: all 
social life must be centred on 


themselves, all separate centres tice" (Marx), to dissolve the inner- 


of power treated as enemies. outer antinomy so that (wo)man recog- 


They must aim to overcome ALT se- nises him/herself in the world (s)he 


parations and contradictions (the has made, to bring truth into the 


Split between work and leisure, world, so that thought is corrected 


neighbourhood and могк-р1асе, tom 
and country etc.). Internally, the 


councils must guard against all 


by practice and practice corrected by 
thought and the dichotomy between the 


two disappears. 
е > е S 
hiewerehioal ргебн сан MI "The world has long harboured the drean 
tic gro- 

| fo воре) and" ; of something. Today, if it merely be- 
| wths through the constant surve- 
| comes conscious of it, it can possess 
i | y the base 
aitance Of quieseten 5; + it in reality." (Marx). The development 
i for 
(through telecommunications, of automation heralds the possibility 


| i 1 rota- 
example) and the continua of the complete abolition of forced la- 
-—— ————— áá— ———— — "Ue ,"A—————— 


ТЕ 


THE ComMMODITY?/ OTHERWISE OU LIVES 
MUST BE ? 


bour and at the same time, the cre- 


ation of a purely playful type of fre 
jactivity. The productive forces must 
be put at the service of our imagin- 
ations and will to live, of our coun- 


tless dreams, desires and half-formed 


projects, of our wildest fantasies. 
They must be given real, not abstract, 
омегв. (е must create environments 
[which transform individual and group 
experience and are themselves trans- 
|formea as a result: a real time and 
space in which all our desires are 
»|realised and all our reality desired: 


game-cities. The total work of art. 
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Insofar as the fighting in Northern Ireland is a religiously motivated anti-colonialist and 

nationalist struggle, it offers no possiblity of radical change. The most advanced stage was | 

the indiscriminate looting in Ballymurphy and the Bogside, the short-lived Derry street 

councils of 1969 and the mass rent strike in the Catholic areas following internment, which 

were all a critique in acts of all political parties and the reign of commodity values which 

forms their foundation. This practice was far ahead of Irish political ideology, which has | 

never emerged from militantism, sacrifice and suicide. The supposed oppositions between 

‘English’ and 'Irish', 'Protestant' and 'Catholic', 'North' and 'South' all mask the essential | 

unity of the whole facade against any glimmer of real life. The Southern Irish, English Left 

(setting up impotent terrorists like the Price sisters as martyrs) , Irish Americans and so forth 

all: vicariously participate in these mock battles from the graves of their daily existence. 

Until all the Christian creeds and political doctrines are dumped in historys' dustbins, along 

with their apologists, no change is possible. All we have now 1$ - on one side = continuous 

terrorism, impotent because of the theoretical illiteracy of the terrorists: they can't see fur- 

ther than their machine guns.And on the other, an ascendant separatist (masked as 'loyalist') 

Protestant working cldss, capable of overthrowing the Faulkner government - but only through 

the tiny elite of the Ulster so-called Workers' Council, complete with the backing of the 

bigots - Paisley, Craig etc. The most likely outcome ОҒ all the sound and fury will be the 

traditional one: a pot of bones from which the spectacle will prepare its! stew for time to pu од PR ЛЕ Te j 2. 4 

соте. | : | 2% Tee 7% | nv | 

(20% LIVE THE... =" 36 ж 

LIBERAL OCCUPATION 
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCE. 


Т.В eAe 


The unusually open repressive nature of British rule in Northern 
Ireland (indiscriminate killing of demonstrators, internment 
without trial, torture etc.) can only be seen as the culmination 
of the economic contradictions of Ireland: the enormous contra- 
diction between monopoly production and the largely tribal 
(pre-capitalist) society in which it was suddenty planted. Up. 
until the early 19th century, it was the south that was industri- 
ally advanced, while the northern counties had an ill-organised 
and archaic peasant industry, A hundred years later,, the situa- 
tion-was the other way round. This resulted from the dtfference 
іп land tenure systems, the system in the north ("Ulster Custom’) 
being more secure and facilitating capital accumulation, From 
1820, linen became the northern growth industry, supplemented 
by shipbuilding after 1850, In this century, the southern {rish | 
bourgeoisie resorted to protectionism against the imperialist 
market to arrest any further industrial decline. (The islands! pop- 
ulation has fallen steadily to its' present four and three quarter 
million.) The political failure of the industrial bourgeoisie at 
the beginning of the century, plus the geographical concentra- 
tion of big industry in the north-east, caused the contradiction 
between big and small bourgeoisie - a contradiction which exists 
in all capitalist societies, but which is usually kept well in hand 
by the big bourgeoisie - to become aggravated in Ireland to the 
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Р т. М Не told me he knew he was 
=" HE courage of . IRA going to die and was looking for« 
| hunger striker Michael ward to it. s 


‚ Gaughan, the 24-year-old bank 
ГОАО аһ he eed Geath | ерер” died three weeks Ago s 
was described by а prison ‘Parkhurst jail, Isle of Wight 


i doctor yesterday. after-sixty-five days on hunger 


өө- ® 
» tonno 


DAILY MIRROR, Thursday, June 27, 1974 
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point where the only solution was the division of the nation. Par- 
tition was not a cause but a consequence of this division. It arose 
out of the uneven development of Irish capitalism. In 1920 the 
two parts of Ireland would not fit together to make a harmonious- 
ly functioning bourgeois system. The two bourgeoisies had con- 


QURAGE OF DYING 
ae Л 


241 think his political motiva- 
tion was such that it over-rode 
the natural fear of death," said 
Dr. Brian Cooper. 


“There is no doubt in my mind 
that he was a. very brave man. 
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Everyone wants to 
breathe and no-one 


can breathe, and many 


say 'We will breathe 
later', and most do not 


die, because they 


ІЗ flicting interests in the market; politically, they took the form are already deade. | 


THE Pouitics ОҒ SUICADE 
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of nationalism and Unionism. 
The protectionism of Fianna Fail in the south reached the limit of its effectiveness by the end 
of the thirties. After that, southern industry could only increase by operating on the interna- 
tional copitalist market. In the late fifties the inevitable conclusions were drawn: protection- 
ism was dropped. The politically dominant petty-bourgeoisie of the thirties has now given 
place to a stable grouping of large-scale industrial elements. The new situation was reflected 
by the repeal of the Manufacturers' Act in 1959 and the Free Trade Agreement with Britain in 
1965. On March 4th 1968 the Irish Press declared in a front page headline: "ECONOMICS 
AND КЕА5ОМ WILL END THE BORDER", In other words, capitalism has no further need for 
the border. Business interests both in the south and the north recognize this. At the moment, 
we are witnessing the spectacle of a bourgeoisie abandoning its insular nationalism in favour 
of Europeanism (a compromise between various national ideologies), while the Left (Sinn Fein 
et al) heroically struggles on carrying the torch the bourgeoisie have since extinguished. Hav- 
ing missed the ideological boat, the Left stands on the dock frantically shouting "Traitor!" 
(as if the bourgeoisie could betray themselves). 

* 
The IRA dare not analyse the economic situation in Ireland for fear of revealing its' counter- 
revolutionary position throughout its' existence. It can merely present the Northern ruling 
class as the incarnation of gratuitous evil, rather than a class stuck with a sectarian ideology 
of its' own making which refuses to disappear when the requirements of the economy demand 
it. The Official IRA held recently to a programme demanding a ragbag of private ownership, 
nationalisation of key industries, credit unions, land co-operatives and a celing to land hol- 
ding. Recently, they have placed more amphasis on the land co-operatives. They aim at - 
worker-ownership based on "Irish and Christian values*(1), It is completely false to recog- 
nise any revolutionary possibilities in either wing of the IRA as it exists today. The nostalgic 
nationalism and vague dreams about land co-operatives are relics with no significance, The 
leadership is rigidly authoritarian, capricious and sexually archaic, The IRA acts as a 5th 
column police force, dealing severly with looters, suppressing sexual ‘offences’ such as adul- 
tery and homosexuality, and the use of proscribed drugs (really dangerous drugs like work, 
T.V. and religion are honoured and respected by almost everybody). We must clear away the 
dross of bygone historical struggles. Let there be no mistake about it, nationalism is the anti- 
thesis of the revolutionary project. Whilst nationalism historically appears as the ideology of 
a definite stage of capitalist development, always serving the capitalist interest no matter how 
it is dressed up in the rags of left-wing ideology, internationalism could only belong to the 
left-wing groups and their patron countries as an ideological justification for the power of the 
bureaucracy. Bureaucratic societies (Russia etc.) are precisely the dictatorship of the proleta- 
riat turned upside down = a dictatorship oever the proletariat in its' name. In the past, nat- 
ionalism at least had the merit of recognising that it was Ireland, and the concrete circums- 
tances of Ireland, which had to be changed. But today, all these ideologies must be superce- 
ded if any revolutionary movement is to emerge. (Ideologies, in Marxs' sense of the word; 
are ideas which serve masters.) 

е | 
The coming revolution can only find aid in the world by attacking the | 
world in its totality. The revolutionary movement can only rise up over the grave of Sinn 
Fein and the other 55 varieties of leftism operating in Ireland. 
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WE ASKED: What's your 
wildest daydream? Here are 
your £1-winning . replies. 


WITH опе other woman, men hibernation for medical purposes" (^ EWS 
and five males, three of posite "Pape v^ aig: that me ‚ум № 


whom fancy me like mad, | 
am in paradise, shipwrecked 


on а tropical island. 


During the day we fish and | л 94 AD our, im ironing E 
4 magin "n OW 

swim from the coral reef. Retired they are Paul Newman’s. 5 2. me 

At night I dance around the Miss LESLEY SKETCHLEY, ally necessary one 
beach fire, my sinuous body and MY favourite dream is Mablethorpe, Lincs. _ о 
long, auburn hair in- of а, secluded, | rose- T. А 
flaming my three lovers. bought the business. high іп the air, and we covered cottage іп the e Sun, 18/6/73 

And when we are res- You're fired." sink to the ground in a country, where I retire , | / /7 М bu 
cued, I will marry the в м Passionate embrace. to enjoy my old age and 
tall, lean, slightly older, Norwich, Norfolk. Mrs M. K, A Eo fishing every day. i 
intelligent one, Basingstoke, Hants. Im only 15, but I'm 

Reality? I'm 50 аа Embrace i EE looking forward to it. 
grey-haired, and I can't Interview Ф.и ири, 
swim. Buta — ац сап ү AM running across а ; тти am. 
u-eam, can't she? field hit , 

Mrs J. C. REND. with В Ар MY daydream is of an Furnishing 


Heanor, Derbys. 
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I WALK up to our works 
manager one morning 
and say: "I've just 


black hair flowing in the 
wind. 


Running towards me is 
Steve McQueen, wearing 
just hipster jeans, his 
ronzed chest glistening 
in the sun, He whirls me 


interview for a job which 
goes like this: 


Interviewer: “Have you 


any children?” 


Me: “Yes, two boys, 
aged eight and ten.” 


Inter viewer: “ How 


lovely! We are looking 


for somebody like you, 
with children. 


“You need the money 


and you will work well.” 


OUT of the houses ad- 
vertised to be sold I pick 
one with six or eight 
bedrooms. I decorate it, 
choose carpets and furni- 
ture, and fill the pantry 
with food. Then [ go 


wild dream 


prize. If I have a lot of 
ironing I make the prize 
£25,000 


Mrs М. J. PORTER, 
Hadleigh, Essex. 


ур rneticians, then = =T ba condemned 
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home and tell the family: 
" We're moving.” 
Mrs S. А. CHAPMAN, 
Gillingham, 


Ironing 


WHEN I'm ironing, I 
imagine I have won a 
£5,000 Premium Bond 
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Undischarged sexual energy is turned inwards and makes the sufferers less and 
lesssBpontaneous, Фе character neurotic is afraid of adventure, he dreams 
rather than lives, he needs fantasies to get turned-on sexually. "Armour is 
protection against a never completely subdued nature within oneself and 
against social misery outside oneself...this armouring is the basis of lone- 
liness, helplessness, craving for authority, fear of responsibility, mystica. 
longing, sexual misery, of impotent rebelliousness as well as of resignation 
of an unnatural and pathological type...this alienation is not of biological, 
but of social and economic origin." (Reich) 
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"јЈокев', discussions on abstract politics, spor 
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"All other questions, be they religious, national or political, have been completely exhausted 
by history. Today, therefore, there remains only one question, resuming all the others: the 


only question from now on able to stir the people - the social question." - BAKUNIN. 
* 


For the ruling classes politics is the technique by which they manage commodity society, the 
organisation of principles for the management of social reality by groups with differing inter- 
ests within these ruling classes, and the interaction of these groups. As a technique of comm- 
odity management, it is ubiquitous, colonising all time and space. It is both a result and per- 
 petuation of mans' seperation from the world, a result and perpetuation of fragmented exper- 

ience: an abstraction with a real effect on the world. 

к 
The political frame of mind is political precisely because its thought never leaves the confines 
of politics, Everything else becomes secondary. Drives are put at the service of the political 
organisation, instead of strategy being put at the service of our drives: people are valued 
only as political beings, dispossessed of their individuality and their real experience. Hence 
the politicos conversations usually remain on an abstract level - never relating ideas to daily 
life. Often boring and unconvincing, their conversations almost always attempt to convert 
you to their ideology, an excuse to relate to people. * 1 

* 


The Left, always altruistic, whether parliamentarist, vanguardist or service-orientated, are 
unconscious victims of the Christian ideology of sacrifice and self-denial (pause to wipe a- 
way a tear of sympathy). These rebels with any cause but their own, try to escape the con- 
sciousness of the misery of their own lives, by conjuring up some self-importance through or- 
ganising others, But, incapable of seeing the realisation of their desires (assuming they have 
any) in the activity of others, they cannot possibly fight for others to do the same - i.e. 
help to generalise isolated acts of refusal. They wear their activism like medals - the more 
they are seen to be 'doing' the greater their moral authority. 
"Тһе Other in whom | do not find myself is nothing but a 
thing, and altruism leads to the love of things. To the love 
of my isolation. .. | recognise no equality except that which 
my will to live according to my desires recognises in the 
will to live of others. "(Raoul Vaneigem). 

Altruism insures that the Left cannot understand the strug- 
gles they hope to lead; they cannot see that the struggle 
is against isolation, sacrifice, roles, hierarchy, etc., 
and thus mirror capitalism in their organisations, reflect- 

» * ing perfectly the antagonism between self and 
"Тһе faster the other, the individual and society. They 
bowling the better I — cannot see what makes them want 


ike it. Cricket with а tennis\ to change the world, and thus 
create a meaning for their lives 


ball doesn't make much of a 

= a. M by trying to help others, justify- 
tumble of politics."* ing their existence according to 
*H. WILSON, FEB.11th 
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* 1, This political role eases the anxiety 

| > К. and uncertainty involved in relating 
TARIQ ALI — IMG candidate in Sheffield, Attercliffe to people wi thout overcoming the 
isolation which is the cause of such 20 
symptoms. 


the ridiculous clichés of 'revolutionary duty' and 'political committment' (to the solitary 
confinement of 'revolutionary' cells?). 

* 
The Lenininists' (International Socialists, International Marxist Group, Workers Revolu- 
tionary Party, Militant etc.) endless exposures of the 'betrayals' of Trade Union and Lab- 
our leaders expose nothing but their own hierarchical ambitions, which they show every 


` time they try to manipulatea struggle around their superficial "transitional" demands in or- 


der to squeeze out à few recruits. Their papers (despite the usefulness of some of the infor- 
mation) are not just boring and superficial (i.e.journalistic) - their consciously projected 
deadly serious workerist image is as insulting and patronising in its assumptions about what 
workers want o. t is in trying to give it to them. The seperation of 'theory' from propagan- 
da stems from о! equallly elitist motive: get the workers interested on a simple level and 
!politicise' then: on the heavy stuff later. The only effect of this can be to create a depen- 
dany оп thos who claim to be the most knowledgeable. Thus their statistic-packed art- 
icles whi. prove beyond a doubt that the absolute final and irreconcilable crisis of capi- 
talism is at hand, merely re-introduces the specialism of bourgeois economists and politi- 
cians, who use the complexities of running the commodity economy to justify their author- 
ity, within the 'revolutionary' groups. These articles inevitably conclude that the only 
thing standing in the way of socialism is the absence of the Revolutionary Party - the fairy 
godmother whose ideological magic wand insures that the workers shall get to the festival 
of the oppressed dressed up in their immaculate false consciousness. |, S. betrays itself with 
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1.5.15 rivals for the dictatorship over the proletariat in the name of the proletariat, its' rigid- 
ly disciplinarian centralism and archaic (anti-) 'sexuality' (expulsions of homosexuals, strict- 
ly enforced sexual segregation in the summer camps) make the Tory Party look relatively rad- 
ical. Its’ eternal drone of 'Force the ТОС to call a General Strike to kick out the Tori es and 
elect a Labour government pledged to socialist policies of nationalisation under workers' con- 
trol' ~ recently re-cycled to cope with a change of government (which shows how the elector- 
al circus defines completely the politics of this sect) - is only relevant to the pathetic sacrifi- 
cial character-armoured parrots who have to repeat it outside thetube every night. Some of the 
Leninist groups (1.S., for example) have such 'faith' in the autonomy of their members that 
they have to issue them with a list of prescribed slogans on a demonstration, They convenient- 
[у forget that it is essential that the revolutionaries be revolutionised themselves, which is 
why they can only imitate the Bolshevik model of organisation, attempting to insure yet an- 
other 50 years of counter-revolution, Marx ("I am not a marxist") answered these marxists 
over a hundred years ago: "The emancipation of the working class is the task of the working 


class itself," 
^ 


The Organisation of Revolutionary Anarchists admits to being nothing more than a vaguely 
libertarian 1. S.: they fight constantly for 'genuine rank and file organisation’ but never 
see what organisation is for. In every struggle they only see its' official economistic level, 
and they compartmentalise Workers! Councils into an ideal to be aimed at, but never a 
project resulting from the premises now in existence, the real movement which abolishes 
һе present state of things. They fight for 'democratic control' of what Malatesta called 
"reactionary institutions" - the unions, completely mystifying the essential role of the 
unions in supporting capitalism, Their opposition to individualism becomes an opposition 

to individuals, and they end up with the same false collectivity as all the other sects, pac- 
kaging politics in a seperate box from the life of the individual. Their federalism is purely 
formal: their 'autonomous' groups are not to develop a theoretical/practical coherence auv- 
tonomously, but rather function as just another piece in the confused jig-saw called ОРА, 

* 


'Libertarians' (an amorphous body, linked mainly by an often merely formal rejection of 
leaders, which is less the absence of leaders than the creation of conditions for leaders to 
emerge, who are in no way responsible to those they pretend not to lead) for the most part 
accept the fragmented categories by which the spectocle divides and rules: women, gays, 
prisoners, tenants, blacks, claimants, etc., uniting on a vague, simplistic, a-historical 
level: "Smash the State', "Ромег іо the People', etc. Peoples' problems are . · seen in terms 
of their various compartments, rather than in terms of their total experience. Most of them 

fail to generalise, which is reflected in their parochial inability to exfend beyond the 'com- 
munity’ in which they are so politically octive, and to place this activity in some general 
perspective. And their relationship to the 'community' is often very patronising. Hence Isling- 
tons! Gutter Press says: "We don't want to say 'crime is great" = there's nothing great about... 
small-time thieving, it's desperate, individual, and in most cases born losing. (Issue 13). 30 
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And yet many of those around Cutter Press rip-off regularly from their local supermarket... 
clearly one has to lie to win people over. Their politics is neither - with sporadic exceptions 
- pleasurable, stemming from their individual uniqueness, nor does it have any theoretical 
framework, which is often dismissed as a wheelchair revolutionaries’ wank. The attempts to 
stick together the various fragments into an ersatz totality - a popular front of the alternat- 
ive society, with everyone isolated together - can easily be sucked back in as grist for the 
spectacular mill, despite the sincerity of the participants (for instance, in theU.S.A.'Comm- 
unity! Power - over the world as it exists 20w - is increasingly being used to recuperate the 
negative violence that has exploded in the cities in the past). It is up to each one of us to re- 
fuse to sacrifice ourselves for the boss - be it community, factory, party or State. — 


Whilst many claimants unions do not just function as social workish service groups, nor as 
fertile(?) ground for the Leftists patronising 'consciousness raising! (read:'ideological indoc- 
trination'), and are genuinely self-managed, they organise purely on a survival level. 
Whilst screwing the State for as much as. you can get is necessary and desirable, the C.U.s 
don't go beyond that, And the idea of revolution, slipped in surreptitiously after the trans- 
itional demands, is always posed (if it's ever posed) purely in quantitative terms: the 'pow- 
er of the people' against the State is to replace production for profit with" that well-worn 
phrase 'production for use'. But what use remains unsaid. Since claimants are an eclectic 
conglomeration defined by the State, C.U.s сап only fight on the battlefield chosen by 


power. 
* 


Solidarity is the only group to have developed an analysis of society on an international level. 
However, they see the development of consciousness in a somewhat simplistic, mechanistic 
way. Their 'thesis', oriefly, is as follows: the fundamental contradiction of copitalism is that 


the 'order-givers' constantly aim to reduce the 'order-takers' to cogs in a machine - yet in 
order for the machine to work demand constant participation from the 'order-takers'. Abra- 
cadabra! - consciousness dawns - workers see themselves as the real managers - Hey presto! 
- workers seize factories - workers councils proclaimed? The present re-organisation of сар- 
italism, manifested industrially by the plans for workers 'participation' (the programme of all 
three major parliamentary parties) will institutionalise this contradiction into an active alie- 
nation, , besides, the binary division of the world into reifiers and геі еа ignores the com- 
plexity of commodity fetishism which reifies the reifiers, Their ‘analysis’ is based on a con- 
ception of the proletariat as purely the negation of hierarchical forms of production, never 
as the педаНоп of the bourgeois use of production, never as the invention of a new use of 
life. Thus they present an immaculate blueprint for the workings of the councils, whilst ig- 
noring individuals, their subjectivity, creativity and pleasure. Since they болді see the 
project of the councils as the destruction of all that exists independantly of individuals 
the critique of the commodity-spectacle in practise, they can still talk of wages, боле, 
work and institutions, For them, despite the cheerful smiles of the cartoon Poike hius- 
hogs in their pamphlets, the councils are simply an ideal economic structure. And the tran- 
sfomation of the world is not a joyful journey without end, but a dull necessity for "which 
whether we like it or not, many million man-hours of labour will probably have to be ex- 
pended" (Workers' Councils and the economics of a self-managed society, Solidarity pamph- 
let 40). Their critique of the repressive hierarchy engendered by the past revolutionary mo- 
vements fail to focus on what is was that this hierarchy repressed and perverted - the rage to 
live without restraint. 

^ 
The spectacular 'extremisn! of the now silent Angry Brigade ~ bombing the latest newsworthy 
cabinet minister, publicising itself through overground and so-called underground newspop- 
ers - merely reinforced that which they seemed to oppose. Their 'opposition' to spectacles! 
(applied simplistically to the Miss World contest) blinded themselves - and much of the 'un- 
derground' (e.g. Ink, 1. T. and Frendz fervently clapping from the risk-free sidelines) - to 
the spectacular nature of their opposition. A similar contradiction was manifested in their 
opposition to "leadership', whilst gt | | ing that they were preparing for 
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French Chamber of Deputies, December 1893. 


Vaillant throws a bomb into the | 
32 


armed struggle on behalf of the 'working class', betraying an elitist world-view. Frustrated 
by their inability to hit out at the society that oppresses them, they chose to romantically 
imitate the tactical scouts of yesterday - Ravachol, Vaillant etc., displaying as much a re- 
fusal to learn from history as a lack of imagination. As for the defence groups set up imm- 
ediately a comrade gets arrested, their outraged cry of indignation designed to inspire sol- 
idarity from the masses never gets them further than an occasional resolution of support pas- 
sed at a union meeting. Since they can only react to an issue they insure that the State de- 
fines their activity, keeping them running fast to stay still. The issue is a life-belt the rul- 
ing class throws out to an unimaginative Left, without which it would drown. 

* 


The 'opposition' by counter-specialists to the authoritarian expertise of the authoritarian ex- 
perts offers yet another false choice to the political consumer. These ‘radical’ specialists 


(radical lawyers, radical architects, radical philosophers, radical psychologists, radical so- 


cial workers - everything but radical le) attempt to use their expertise to de-mystify 
expertise. The contradiction was best spelt out by a Case Con ‘revolutionary’ social worker, 
who cynically declared at a public meeting, "The difference between us and a straight so- 
cial worker is that we know we're oppressing our clients". Case Con is the spirit of a spirit- 
less situation, the sigh of the oppressed oppressor;if's the 'socialist! conscience of the guilt- 
ridden social worker, insuring that vaguely conscious social workers remain in their job, - 
whilst feeling they are rejecting their role. At best this rejection merely replaces a repress- 
ive altruism with a benevolent orie - the do-gooder showing their clients how to escape 
through the loop-holes in the rules of the old world. The confused mish-mash of reformist 
and revolutionary ideology permeating Case Con is expressed in their aim to phase out the 
role of the social worker altogether and their demand for more social workers to lighten the 
work load; 'Radical' lawyers attempt to exploit the intemal contradictions of the law but, 
like the social workers, always remain loyal to its! terms, as if the resolution of relevant 
contradictions doesn't Пе outside andagalnstthe law. Their specialism leads them inevitably 
to mystify the really radical nature of self-managed struggles; as one of them said on T.V. 
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о Ou is a magazine lor rank and file radical 


ро1ісетеп as fed up with their role as agents of social control 
as with the conditions of their work. 
Че reco;;uise that ultimately the function of the policeman is 
to vrotect the ruling class and its property. But we believe 
that it is too simple for policemen who realise this to quit 
the force and leave it to the racists and other bigots. That 
way we would be avdicating our responsibility as revolutionaries 
to raise the consciousness of our fellow work-mates, as well as 
our 'clients', as to the repressive nature of the force. We 
therefore base our organisation on the following 6-point trans- 
itional rrogra::me: 

1. The right to withdraw our labour. 


2. Community control of tlie police. 


5. The right to abstain from police duties 
at picket-lines and demonstrations. 


1. 50% wage rise and four weeks annual holiday. 
5. Abolition of police uniform and truncheons. 


6. The replacement of.poiice numbers with 
name-plates. 


“whilst we realise that the present leadership 
of the іо1ісе Federation are incapable of 
struggling for these demands, the majority 
of policemen are not aware of this. We there 
fore act as a pressure group to expose the 


К; E 
leadership when they fail to put our demands 


” 


for А TRULY SOCIALIST POLICE Foece READ СОР- OUT 


33 


recently: "Mass action can be a good way of getting the law changed." The academic cou- 
nter-specialists attempt to attack (purely bourgeois) 1 чу e point of production: the 


university, Unwilling to attack the institution, the academic milieu, the very concept of ed- 
ucation as a seperate activity from which ideas of seperate power arise, they remain trapped 
іп the fragmented ¢ategories they attempt to criticise. Non-sectarianism is the excuse for 
their incoherence, which has its real basis in their inability to understand the absurd viscious 


circle of criticising false categories (psychology, philosophy, etc.) within the prison of these 
categories, within the prison of seperated thought. 
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THE POVERTY OF PHILOSOPHY 


|+ is the subjective experience of alienation (the lethargy, the frustrations, the istalation and 
degradation), and not any external issue, which forms the point of departure for a truly rev- 
olutionary opposition to capitalism: it is not one or another isolated aspect of contemporary 
civilisation which is horrifying, but the absolute impoverishment of life. Revolution is essen- 
tially a game - as much as the society it pre-figures - and one plays it for the pleasure invol- 
ved. Today this can only mean the total destruction of hierarchical power. Only Marxs' orig- 
inal project, the creation of the total man, of each individual re-appropriating the entire ex- 
perience of the species, cansupercede the individual v. society dualism by which hierarchical 
power holds itself together while it holds us apart. If it fails in this, then the new revolution- 
ary movement will merly build an even more labyrinthine illusory community; or, alternatively, 
it will shatter into an isolated and ultimately self-destructive search for kicks. If it succeeds, 
then it will permeate society as a game that everyone can play. Life and revolution will be in- 
vented together or not at all. Meanwhile, the project is to identify and mercilessly oppose all 
the obstacles to our living without restraint. 

* 


"|t must be said once and for all that man only plays when he is a man in the full meaning of 
the word, and he is fully human only when he plays." = SCHILLER. 
* 


"| call it the'State where everyone, good and bad, loses himself: the State where universal 
slow suicide is called - life... Only where the State ends, there begins the individual who 
is not superfluous; there begins the song of necessity, the unique and inimitable tune. Where 


the State ends, look there, my brothers! Do you not see it, the rainbow and the bridges of 


the superman." - NIETZSCHE (THUS SPOKE ZARATHUSTRA). es 


| | "The anchoring of sexual morality and the changes it brings about in the organism create 
that specific psychic structure which forms the mass-psychological basis of any authoritar- 
| . fan social order." - Wilhelm Reich. 
| | | 1. 
| Men and women will be given perfect equality as inanimate digits in the society cybernet- 
icians dream about, Womens' oppression will only cease when the whole system of imposed 
roles is overthrown, as part of the general opposition to the society where people's interact- 
ion is everywhere mediated by images . 
2. 
Womens' seperation - both subjective and objective - from history gives them an opportun- 
ity for critical revolt; this, however, is obscured to the extent that it is harnessed to left- 
wing ideology. In the moment of total rejection of the given social relationships, every- 
thing is possible; instead, most women seek shelter in a structure whose very attractiveness 
is its smothering and ultimately destructive familiarity, In the established ideologies of rev- 
olution, the discussion of the role of women has become mythologised into a partial issue com- 
peting with many others, if it is not swamped entirely by the quantitative analyses so beloved 
of specialists, It is the attempt to relate to traditional 'revolutionary' ideology - with its em- 
phasis on state power and a 'period of transition' - which leads to the endless debate over 
job and economic status, саф and class, and sexual identity. Because it is subsumed by a 
series of traditionalist rationalisations, the analysis of female identity has not been developed 
into a total critique. 
3. 
A critique of female identity implies a critique of all sex-defined roles, which is inescapabl у 
a critique of roles in general. Roles suck dry the will to live; keeping and handling them de- 
termines the position held in the hierarchical spectacle. Male chauvinism consists in the repro- 
duction of woman as appendage, property object and helpmeet, and the denial of her autonomy 
and her real desires, In the fight against heirarchy, women have in the past enjoyed a head start 
by being concerned with the more immediate concerns of life and thus having fewer boots to 
lick. But they are rapidly losing this advantage as the market completes its global occupation of 
of the gap where daily life once was. The generalised reign of value denies humanity to every- 
one, irrespective of class or sex. As J.P. Voyer says of the sexual liberationists: "They insult 
те by insinuating that this world, being the world of 'men', is therefore my possession. . me, 
who doesn't even have the full use of my own life!" Of course, "dominant sexuality" doesn't 
exist, There is only sexual misery: a real oppression and an image of happiness. Under the 
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reign of commodity production, where humah relations take on ће historically specific 
form of value - i.e. they are mediated by things (the only legal social relationships) - 
authentic non-role bound, immediately pleasurable human relations remain clandestine. 
Value as universal socialisation, as a unique and inversed form of humanity, mckes it 
impossible to socialise this relationship, which still remains "the most natural", that is 
to say, the most frustrated by the prevailing social organisation, This is the crux of the 
spectacles' supercession, since the passionate interaction of individuals is the moment 
when the character armour, which is a visible symptom of the spect acle effect, can be 
dissolved. (It would be comic, if it wasn't so sad, to see the demands of some feminists 
for housewives to enter the labour market by receiving house-work wages. The equality 
of slaves.) 

Р | 4. 
The extreme form of womens' liberation has been a brand of militant lesbianism involving 
separation from the 'oppressor' (men). The predominant attitude of this separation (wheth- 
er or not it is realised in a separatist colony) is antagonism, distrust and hatred. The sep- 
aratist woman is defined by this attitude. She has a social identity which can be nothing 
but negative (offering no opportunities for supercession); it becomes merly the negation of 
the traditionalfemale identity. By finding a new role in which to relate to men, she регр- 
etuates her subservience to the world of appearances. Rather than relate to men and wo- 
men as individuals, -she continues to define them through thejuxtaposition (to her, antag- 
onism) of the sexes. She expends all her energy in that friction, She is successfully protec- 
ted from a submissive relationship with men; yet she submits to a fragmented view of the 
world which is not of her own making. 


9e 

The majority of feminists fail to realise that they are rebelling against an image of men 
which is as superficial as the image of women they have rejected for themselves; by lim- 
iting the critique of psychological stereotypes to women, the realm of the possible is 
drastically narrowed. Their critique has only constructed the image of the New Woman 
to be realised in the 'post-revolutionary'era'. The New Woman like the New Man are 
mystifications postponing the necessity of calling into radical question all that the revo- 
lutionary project must encompass. Those who aim for womens' liberation without the lib- 
eration of men dig naught but their own graves. 
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| MINIMUM DEFINITION OF REVOLUTIONARY ORGANIZATIONS 
(Adopted by the 7th conference of the Internationale Situationniste in July 1966) 


Since the only purpose of a revolutionary organisation is the abolition of all existing classes 


power without mediators, 


is understood a total critique of all geographic areas where various forms of separate socio- 
economic powers exist, as well as a critique of all aspects of life. 

| Such an organisation sees the beginning and end of its own programme in the complete 

| decolonisation, the complete liberation of daily life. It aims not at the self-management 
by the masses of the existing world but at its uninterrupted transformation. 

[|| Such an organisation embodies the radical critique of political economy, the transcendence 
|| | of commodity and wage-labour. It refuses to reproduce within itself any of the hierarchical 
| condition prevailing in the world that dominates us. The only limit to participating in its . 
total democracy is that each member recognise and appropriate for himself the coherence of 
its crifique. The coherence has to be both in the critical theory and in the relationship 
between the theory and practical activity, A revolutionary organisation radically criticises 


from news-media to mass culture, monopolises communication between men around their 
alienated activity, The organisation dissolves any revolutionary ideology by revealing it 
to be the sign of the failure of the revolutionary project, as the private property of the new 


specialists of power, as the imposture of a new representation which erects itself above the 
real proletarianised life. 


The category of totality, of the global critique, is the last judgment of the revolutionary 
organisation, so the organisation is, in the end, a critique of politics: it must aim explicitly 
through its victory at the dissolution of itself as a separate organisation. 


And who are we? 
A group of friends ~ hardly an organisation. There hasn't been an equal 
ө participation in the coherence of the critique to call ourselves that 
(for instance, most of this journal vas put together and written by just 
one of us). Collective and individual theoretico-practical coherence at 
this stare can only be a group goal. | 
We came together initially to produce a poster attacking the 'choice' 
presented at the election, exposing the unity behind the facade of 
alternativess a false start, since it meant that an external issue man- 
ipulated by power was defining our activity we were only defining our- 
selves'nezatively rather than affirming oürselves starting with ourselv- 
ев. The poster, "Ап Appeal Гог Moderation" ~ supposedly signed by Heath, 
Wilson, Thorpe, Len Murray, Joe Gofmley and Campbell Adamson, suffered 
from a number of small defects (e.g. "А refusal to vote is a vote for 
extremism' implied that а purely passive refusal is a threat to the sy- 
stem) as well as being a bit too subtle. The development of the technique 
of 'diversion' (phony posters, bubbles on ads. etc.) is деоердап% on pe- 
oples' response to it. | 4 
If ме are to continue our tentative collective existence it will be es- 
sential to develop. our sense of play both aiongst ourselves and through 
our direct intervention in the banal situations of 'life' in capitalist 
society: supermarkets, rock concerts, meetings, museums etc. Most impor- 


tantly, if our theory is to have any practical force, which it must do, 

if it's not to stagnate into ideology, we must develop ways of communi- 

| cating it to that section of the proletariat who are initially alone са- 

| pable of placing the forces of production at the service of individual 
needs and passions: the workers. 

Whilst we have appropriated the theses of the Situationist International 
we prefer to avoid calling ourselves situationists, a term which is in- 
37 creasingly becoming as vague as 'anarchists'. Ме have enough prisons wi- 

thout categories: type-casting kills. 


in.a way that does not bring about a dew division of society, we consider an organisation rev- 
olutionary which purposefully pursues the international realisation of the absolute power of the 
workers" councils. That power has been outlined in the experience of the proletarian revolutions 
of this century - Russia 1905, Kronstadt, 1921, Asturias 1934, Spanish Revolution 1936, It is 


Such an organisation makes a unitary critique of the world, or is nothing. By unitary critique 


every ideology as sqrarate power of ideas and as ideas of separate power . It is at the same 
time the negation = апу chen from religion and of the prevailing social spectacle which, 


The following texts are available from us: 


Notice to the Civilised Concerning Generalised Self-Managementby Vaneigem. 
(a more developed outline of the transition from a revolutionary situation 
to the power of the workers’ councils than has been elaborated in this 
journal) 


News of Disalienation (taken from the American journal 'Diversion', mainly 
about struggles in the States) 


Decline & Fall of the Spectacular-Commodity (about the 1965 Watts riots) 


A few copies of a pilot translation of the Society of the Spectacle by 
Debord (which, together with Vaneigems' The Revolution of Everyday Life - 
a full translation of which should be out in the not-too-distant future, 
forms the basis of the situationist critique of present conditions). 


This translation of the Society of the Spectacle is complete with the one 
relevant correction so kindly pointed out to us in a tediously trivial 
document called 'Some Precisions', which reads like a 'situationist! Mrs. 
Dales' Diary ~ giving all the irrelevant details of who split with whom, 
when and why. The document was put out by an invisible organisation called 
Piranha, a group of pathetically comic poseurs, whose absurdly grandiose 
delusions in their own importance, a ridiculous self-image.of the threat 
they pose to the old world, is but a mask for emptiness: these self-styled 
emperors have no clothes and secretly they know it. They merely imitate 
ideologically the megalomaniacal style of the 5.1., but without having 
even earned it: a facade for impotence. Their theatrical display of self- 
confidence and omniscience ~ a performance of a kind of 'situationist role! 
- & group character armour - is merely a cover for (and reinforcement of) 
their stupidity and inability to relate to people: knowing that politeness 
is the art of non-communication they believe that its' false antithesis - 
insult - must be the art of communication, an art these ham actors speci- 
alise іп...ме!ге in danger of falling into the same trapececcccccscccccce 


1 ж 
Those pamphlet junkies, content merely to use this to fill іп а gap 
in their head or in the conversation not only don't understand it, but expos? 
their impotent complacency and lack of creativity: this pamphlet is to be meu.‘ci- 
lessly (at the very least) criticised/lived/discussed/superceded/re-lived. 
4 YOUR TURN. TO PLAY. 
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